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CUSTOMISED DEVELOPMENTAL PLANS (CDP) 2026/27
CALL FOR 2026/27 PROPOSALS FOR ACCREDITED SCIENCE CENTRES
by the 

South African Agency for Science and Technology Advancement (NRF- SAASTA)

on behalf of the
Department of Science, Technology and Innovation (DSTI)

	 Name Of Science Centre
	

	 Science Centre’s Contact Details (Please Supply Both 
 Landline And Cellular Numbers, If Applicable)
	

	 Science Centre’s E-Mail Address
	

	 Province Where The Science Centre Is Located
	

	 District Municipality Where The Science Centre Is Located
	

	 Physical Address Of The Science Centre
	

	 Name & Surname Of Person Responsible For This Project
	

	 Contact Telephone Number Of The Person Above
	

	 Email Address Of The Person Above
	

	 Name & Surname Of An Alternative Or Assistant To The 

 Person Responsible For This Project
	

	 Contact Telephone Number Of The Person Above
	

	 Email Address of the person above
	

	 PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS CALL IS ONLY FOR THE ACCREDITED SCIENCE CENTRES THAT WERE NOT FUNDED IN 2025/26 FINANCIAL YEAR


	Grant number:
	NRF-SAASTA PSGI 2026-2027

	Closing date: 
	13 September 2026 @ 00h00 

	All proposals must be emailed to psgigrants@saasta.nrf.ac.za by 20 September 2026 at 00:00
Proposals submitted in any other format AND after the set deadline without prior arrangements with NRF-SAASTA, will be DISQUALIFIED. The onus is on the applicant to submit on time and avoid any technical delays. 

	Technical enquiries may be directed in writing to:
	Grant management enquiries may be directed in writing to:

	Section


	Project content enquiries
	Grants process enquiries 

	Contact person
	Bafedile Kgwadi/Vanessa Naidoo
	Maphefo Chauke

	E-mail address

	BM.Kgwadi@saasta.nrf.ac.za 
	ML.Chauke@saasta.nrf.ac.za

	
	V.Naidoo@saasta.nrf.ac.za 
	-


CUSTOMISED DEVELOPMENTAL PLAN SCIENCE ENGAGEMENT FUNDING
INTRODUCTION TO NRF
The National Research Foundation (NRF) is an independent statutory body established through the Amendment Act 19 of 2018. As a government mandated research and science development agency, the NRF funds research, development of high-end Human Capacity and critical research infrastructure to promote knowledge production across all disciplinary fields. The goal of the NRF is to create innovative funding instruments, advance research career development, increase public science engagement and establish leading-edge research platforms that will transform the scientific landscape and inspire a representative research community to aspire to global competitiveness. 
INTRODUCTION TO SAASTA

The South African Agency for Science and Technology Advancement (SAASTA), a business unit of the National Research Foundation (NRF) is the national coordinator of science engagement strategy of the Department of Science, Technology and Innovation (DSTI). 
INTRODUCTION TO THE PROJECT

The White Paper of 2019 outlined that science centres are strategic partners in the implementation of science engagement in the country. The DSTI intends to create an enabling environment for accredited science centres to function optimally and improve target audiences’ access to services rendered by the national network of science centres.
This then led to the continuous support of the development of accredited science centres. 
These centres will receive grants through the Science Engagement Grant Management Framework (SEGMF) based on their customised developmental plans. 
In 2014, the Minister of Science, Technology and Innovation approved the Framework for the Promotion of Excellence in a National Network of Science Centres. The framework uses a quality assurance manual and accreditation criteria to admit individual science centres to the South African Network of Science Centres (SANSC). Self-evaluations and peer evaluations are carried out and reconciled, following which science centres may be recognised in three categories – Budding, Emerging and Limited Service, or Full Service. The reconciled evaluations are used to determine development gaps in the operations of each evaluated science centre, which in turn informs a customised development plan to improve the centre's operations. The implementation of the development plan is supported by the DSTI through a combination of appropriate interventions.

SCIENCE CENTRE DEFINITION WITHIN OUR CONTEXT 

 “A science centre is a permanently established science engagement facility that provides an interactive, informal educational experience through the use of interactive science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) exhibits, displays and programmes”. Interactive exhibits and displays in science centres would be used to excite and edutain, as well as link educational experience to learning outcomes. This allows science centres to offer a range of STEM related activities within their field of expertise according to the proposed project, activities or infrastructure, and the target participants as stipulated in the detailed specifications. Science centres address the science engagement programmes that addresses the following objectives of the network of science centres:

· Promotion of science and technology literacy among youth and the general public;

· Enhancement of learner participation and performance in STEM;

· Promotion of STEM career education;

· Identification and nurturing of youth talent and potential in STEM.
CONTEXT OF THIS CALL

This call for proposals is only for accredited science centres that are in the network of science centres. The call is meant to provide financial support for science centres’ customised development to create an enabling environment at their sites, operate optimally and improve their target audiences where possible.
THE OBJECTIVES OF THE SCIENCE ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY (SES)
In responding to the SES, science centres must conduct activities that are based on the following strategic objectives: 
(a) To popularise science, engineering, technology and innovation as attractive, relevant and accessible in order to enhance scientific literacy and awaken interest in relevant careers;

(b) To develop a critical public that actively engages and participates in the national debates on science and technology to the benefit of society;

(c) To enhance science engagement through science communication activities; and 

(d) To profile South African science and science achievements, demonstrating their contribution to national and international development.
TARGET PUBLICS

The sections of society being targeted for participation for science engagement activities are:
a) Learners  

b) Students 

c) Educators 

d) Scientists/researchers  

e) STEM professionals  

f) Industry  

g) Indigenous knowledge holders  

h) Decision makers  

i) Tourists 

j) Science interpreters  

k) Journalists  

l) General public  

m) Government departments  

n) Research institutions  
ELIGIBILITY AND DELIVERY MODE
Eligibility
The science centre must:

1. be accredited into the South African Network of Science Centres to submit their customised developmental plan and
2. have completed previous funding on all grants before the date of assessment of proposals. The grant must be reconciled and closed with no outstanding queries by grant holder and NRF-SAASTA. 
NB: A grant is closed when all monies owed to either the grant holder or SAASTA has been settled.
Pertaining to outstanding refunds – the proposal will be evaluated but not awarded until fully settled by the agreed date. Failure of refund being settled will result in the contract being cancelled.
Delivery Mode
To implement developmental support effectively, science centres are encouraged to refer to the SES and its implementation plan. The relevant link for the two documents is provided below.
https://www.saasta.ac.za/resources/strategies-plans/
CANCELATION OF THIS CALL PRIOR TO AWARD

NRF-SAASTA reserves the right to cancel the award prior to issuing the funding letter and signing the contract form.

CONTRACT PERIOD 

The contract period for the implementation of this call commences from the date that both parties sign the contract, terminating at end of the funded project. Proposed projects must be completed within the agreed period to be set with the science centre but must be within a period of 12 months after signing the contract.
CONDITIONS OF THIS GRANT
Please note that this grant will be provided under the conditions stipulated below.
The science centre should: 
· register all its science engagement activities on the SEIMS App
· upload data within 10 days after the activities registered have been completed 

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CALL

Science Centres are requested to submit the following:

· A list of items required to develop the centre and enable it to operate optimally – provide a prioritised list of items for a period of 3 years (NB: items in Year 1 will be prioritised for this year’s funding).
· Provide estimated costings for those items (quotations to be attached where possible)
BRANDING

· All items and/or appropriate documents to be developed/bought with this funding, must comply with the branding rules as set out in the contract. 
· The science centre agrees, for publicity purposes, to use the DSTI, and NRF-SAASTA logos on all materials (this includes educational materials) produced through this funding. Logos are available for download from: http://www.saasta.ac.za/resource-centre/logo-library/ . 
· When using these logos, please take note of the following:

· the DSTI logo should always take a position of priority. 
· the NRF-SAASTA logo must be next, then
· your science centre logo
NB: All documents must be submitted to NRF-SAASTA for approval prior to final development to ensure correct branding. Submit to Vanessa Naidoo, V.Naidoo@saasta.nrf.ac.za, 012 392 9300/084 846 8335.
· The centre has to acknowledge DSTI’s support in all appropriate corporate materials related to this funding 
REPORTING CONDITIONS
Science centres agree to the following:  
· Submit QUARTERLY reports on the progress of the developmental plan, with good quality photos on the dates that will be determined by NRF-SAASTA’s reporting periods.
· Submit financial reports together with all actual supplier slips, invoices and corresponding bank proofs of payment once the project has been completed.
· Address any request for additional information or documents required by NRF-SAASTA and reply within three days of receiving a query from NRF-SAASTA. 
· Adherence to the conditions of their accreditation. 
grant holder SELECTION PROCESS

Stage 1 – Compliance to submission requirements (MANDATORY)
	DESCRIPTION
	YES/NO

	The organisation that applied is an Accredited Science Centre in the National Network of Science Centres that was not funded in the 2025/26 financial year
	


NB: If the response above is YES, the organisation will go through to Stage 2 of the evaluation. If NO, the panel will not consider the proposal for further evaluations.
Stage 2 – Evaluation of Proposals against Requirements of the Call
Evaluation of the proposed funding against the requirements of the call. 

NRF-SAASTA reserves the right to communicate recommendations/queries where needed. 
Stage 3 – Funding Award and Contract Signing

NRF-SAASTA will enter a grant funding contract with applicants that pass the above stages. The applicants will be approved and provided with the following:
· Letter of Award - this serves only to inform the applicant of the outcomes of their application and will not replace the contract or funding agreement, and
· Contract/Funding Agreement – this must be signed and submitted to SAASTA on the date communicated to the grant holder by SAASTA. 
Applicants will be evaluated as follows:
	EVALUATION CRITERIA: centres will be evaluated as per information below

	Document description (please choose YES or NO)
	YES
	NO

	Has the organisation submitted a Developmental Plan (Annexure A) for their science centre?
	
	

	Did the organisation attach costs (Budget) to all the items listed in the plan above?
	
	

	All requested items are part of a developmental plan for a science centre. 

(NB: Use your own discretion to check if the items requested will be of benefit to creating an enabling environment for activities to be performed at a science centre and/or will help the centre to operate optimally as a science centre)
	
	


NB: A Science Centre that receives “No” in respect of above will be regarded as submitting a non–responsive proposal and will not be funded.

ANNEXURE A
Proposal Application and Submission Form FOR CUSTOMISED DEVELOPMENTAL PLANS   

Please complete all fields of this form, stating N/A (not applicable) where appropriate. Additional information may be provided at the end of the document.

	State in detail, a contingency plan to ensure successful implementation of activities should unforeseen circumstances e.g. strikes, power outages, some staff related issues, change in project leader, SC sustainability.

	Risk
	Mitigation

	
	

	
	

	
	


BUDGET SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

1. Calculations must be detailed and submitted on the prescribed template below.
2. Extensive detail should be provided per line item to explain reasonability of costs and to provide a clear indication on how the total amount per line item had been calculated.
3. All descriptions must clearly indicate how the costings were calculated. 
4. Ensure all calculations are included in the final amount and that the total amount is accurate.  
5. Feel free to contact the team at NRF-SAASTA if you need clarity.
6. Refer to Acceptable Proof of Expenditure on the NRF-SAASTA website, www.saasta.ac.za. 

7. Budget proposed in terms of the contract should be in South African Rands 

8. Prices and items in the proposal should be fully inclusive of all taxes, including VAT. 
	NAME OF ITEM
	DESCRIPTION
	MOTIVATION
	YEAR 1 COSTS
	YEAR 2 COSTS
	YEAR 3 COSTS

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	

	TOTAL FROM YOUR SCIENCE CENTRE
	
	
	

	TOTAL REQUESTED FROM DSTI/NRF-SAASTA
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ANNEXURE A

	I certify that the information furnished in this proposal is correct and I accept that the NRF-SAASTA may reject the Proposal or act against me should these declarations prove to be false.

	I confirm that I am duly authorized to sign the response to this proposal.

	Name (Print)
	

	Capacity
	

	Signature
	

	Date
	


CDP 2026_2027                                             Applicant’s Signature: _____________


5
CDP 2026_2027 FINAL
Applicant’s Signature: 


[image: image4.png]e

National Research | South African Agency for Science
Foundation | and Technology Advancement



[image: image5.png]w science, technology
& innovation

S

“@9):/ Department:

o\ Science, Technology and Innovation
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA



[image: image6.png]science, technology
& innovation

Department:
Science, Technology and Innovation
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA




