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Call for Bursary Applications
DSTI-NRF/ SAASTA Postgraduate Diploma in Science Communication Funding for the 2027 academic year
1. Background and Strategic Context
Traditional approaches to disseminating scientific knowledge often fail to resonate with diverse public audiences. To bridge this gap, the Department of Science, Technology and Innovation (DSTI), through its Science Engagement Strategy (SES), has prioritised the professionalisation of science communication. The objective is to democratise science which will enable the sharing of knowledge across academic disciplines and ensuring all sectors of society benefit from emerging innovations. Ultimately, a scientifically literate society is empowered to make informed decisions.
In alignment with the White Paper on Science, Technology, and Innovation the DSTI, in partnership with NRF-SAASTA, is offering financial support to students intending to enrol in the Postgraduate Diploma (PGDip) in Science Communication at the University of Limpopo.
This multidisciplinary qualification, housed within the School of Physical and Mineral Sciences (Faculty of Science and Agriculture) at the University of Limpopo, is designed for scientists, educators, journalists, science interpreters, and researchers. It allows professionals to harness specialized expertise to effectively promote science engagement in South Africa.

2. Eligibility Criteria
To be considered for funding, applicants must meet the following criteria:
· Applicants must be South African citizens or permanent residents.
· There is no age restriction.
· Applicants must have applied for, or been accepted into, the PGDip in Science Communication programme at the University of Limpopo.
· Completion of a bachelor’s degree (NQF Level 7) or an equivalent Advanced Diploma in a relevant field. Relevant fields include Natural Sciences, Science Education, Communication, Journalism, or Media Studies.
Academic Performance:
· An average of ≥ 65% for major subjects in the final year of undergraduate study; OR
· A minimum average of 65% for all subjects of a Postgraduate Certificate (NQF Level 7), where applicable.
3. Funding Structure
To accommodate different student needs, the financial support is structured into two distinct categories:
I. Category A: Comprehensive Support (Full Cost of Study to maximum amount of R50 000.00)
Targeted at students residing outside of the Limpopo province, or those residing more than 150km–200km from the University of Limpopo campus. (first preference will be given to students residing outside of the Limpopo province).
· Tuition Fees: Full coverage of registration and tuition costs.
· Accommodation: Accredited off-campus housing (facilitated by the University of Limpopo).
· Transport: Provision for local transportation between the accommodation and campus (facilitated by the University of Limpopo).
II. [bookmark: _Hlk214550894]Category B: Tuition Support (Partial Cost of Study to maximum amount of R40 000.00)
Targeted at students residing within an 80km radius of the University of Limpopo.
· Tuition Fees: Full coverage of registration and tuition fees only.
Note: Students will be funded for a period of one year only. Those who do not successfully complete the programme within this period will not be eligible for funding in the subsequent year.

4. Payment Process and Conditions of Award
i. Disbursement of funds: All approved funding will be credited directly to the student’s fee account at the University of Limpopo during the registration period. Funds will be allocated strictly according to the approved funding category (Category A or B).
ii. Exclusion of Double Dipping: This funding may not be held concurrently with other government-funded bursaries. If an applicant is awarded more than one government bursary, they must elect to accept only one.
iii. Withdrawal or deregistration: SAASTA reserves the right to recover the full amount of financial support provided should a student abandon or deregister from the Postgraduate Diploma in Science Communication at any time after the commencement date and prior to the official completion of the programme. 

Note: Once funds have been disbursed to the university account, they cannot be reversed or refunded to the student to accommodate a late withdrawal or acceptance of other funding.

5. Post-Qualification Service Obligation
In line with the objective to develop science engagement capacity in South Africa, this bursary carries a service obligation.
Upon successful completion of the Postgraduate Diploma in Science Communication, graduates are required to:
i. Contribute to Science Engagement by remaining available to organise and execute four (4) science engagement initiatives over a period of one (1) year. 
ii. Science engagement initiatives include, but not limited to, acting as a speaker, role model, facilitator/coordinator, mentor or digital content developer. 
iii. These initiatives shall be self-organised by the student with support from SAASTA and/or be SAASTA-led science engagement initiatives in which the student is deployed to partner with other stakeholders in the NSI.
iv. Submit a written implementation report to SAASTA within thirty (30) calendar days following the completion of each initiative.
Note: SAASTA shall be entitled to recover the full amount of financial support provided should the student fail to fulfil the science engagement participation requirements









SECTION A: APPLICANT INFORMATION

Full Name: _______________________________________________
ID/Passport Number: _______________________________________________
Date of Birth: _______________________________________________
Nationality: _______________________________________________
Gender (☐ Male ☐ Female ☐ Other): _______________________________________________
Disability status (☐ Yes ☐ No) specify: _______________________________________________
Contact Number: _______________________________________________
Email Address: _______________________________________________
Next of Kin Name: _______________________________________________ 
Next of Kin Contact Number: ______________________________________________
Residential Address: _______________________________________________
SECTION B: ACADEMIC DETAILS
University Admitted/Applied To:  _______________________________________________
University Reference number: _______________________________________________
Programme of Study: _______________________________________________
Student Number (if available): _______________________________________________
Academic Year of Admission: _______________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk203032350]Admission Status (☐ Provisionally Accepted ☐ Fully Accepted ☐ Awaiting Acceptance)
Start Date of Programme: _______________________________________________
Duration of Programme: _______________________________________________



SECTION C: FUNDING REQUEST
Type of Funding Requested:
☐ Comprehensive Support (Full Cost of Study)
Targeted at students residing outside of the Limpopo province, or those residing more than 150km–200km from the University of Limpopo campus (First preference will be given to students residing outside the Limpopo province).
Do you have your own private accommodation closer to campus? (☐ Yes ☐ No)
☐ Tuition Support (Partial Cost of Study)
Targeted at students residing within a 150km radius of the University of Limpopo

SECTION D: CURRENT FINANCIAL STATUS
Are you currently employed? (☐ Yes ☐ No): _______________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk211855326]If yes, provide employer name: _______________________________________________
Income bracket: _______________________________________________
Are you receiving any financial assistance for your studies from another source for any of the following? 
[bookmark: _Hlk214551181]Travel allowance (☐ Yes ☐ No)
Accommodation allowance: (☐ Yes ☐ No)
Tuition fees (☐ Yes ☐ No)
If yes, state source _______________________________________________
Have you previously received funding from DSTI-NRF/SAASTA for this qualification
 (☐ Yes ☐ No)
If yes, which academic year: _______________________________________________

SECTION E: MOTIVATION STATEMENT
In 300–500 words, please provide motivation outlining your application for this funding opportunity. Your statement should clearly articulate why you wish to pursue the Postgraduate Diploma in Science Communication, how the qualification aligns with your academic background and long-term career aspirations, and the ways in which you plan to contribute meaningfully to science engagement within the National System of Innovation (NSI). You are encouraged to reflect on your interest in science communication, your commitment to promoting public understanding of science, and how this programme will equip you to support national priorities in science engagement and knowledge dissemination.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
SECTION F: SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS (Attach)
☐ Certified Copy of ID / Passport
[bookmark: _Hlk203032161]☐ Proof of Admission from University of Limpopo
☐ Proof of Residential Address
Municipal statement/ lease agreement/ certified stand confirmation letter 
☐ Certified Copy of Academic Transcript / Most Recent Qualification 
☐ CV / Résumé
(All certified copies should not be older than 3 months)
SECTION G: DECLARATION

POPIA clause: In accordance with the Protection of Personal Information Act (POPIA), DSTI–NRF/SAASTA is committed to protecting the privacy, confidentiality, and security of all personal information submitted as part of the funding application process. By applying for this funding, you acknowledge and consent to the collection, processing, and storage of your personal information for administrative purposes. Information collected during this process may be shared with authorised stakeholders such as the University of Limpopo, DSTI, NRF/SAASTA, or other relevant bodies involved in administering or monitoring the programme.
Misconduct clause: I hereby declare that the information provided in this application is true, accurate, and complete. I understand that the submission of false or misleading information may result in disqualification of my application. 
Applicant’s Signature: _________________________
Date: _________________________
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
Application Received On: ____________________________
Application Ref. No: ____________________________
☐ Approved ☐ Rejected: ____________________________
Funding Awarded: ☐ Full ☐ Partial: ____________________________
Comments: ____________________________
Officer’s Name: ____________________________
Signature: ____________________________
Date: ____________________________
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