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PROGRAMMATIC SUPPORT GRANT INTERVENTION 2024/25
CALL FOR 2024/25 PROPOSALS FOR ACCREDITED SCIENCE CENTRES
by the 

South African Agency for Science and Technology Advancement (SAASTA)

for the 

	 Name of science centre:
	

	 Contact person:
	

	 Contact telephone number:
	

	 Alternate contact person:
	

	 Contact telephone number:
	

	 PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS CALL IS ONLY FOR THE ACCREDITED SCIENCE CENTRES


	Grant number:
	NRF-SAASTA PSGI 2024-2025

	Closing date: 
	02 June 2024 @ 00h00

	All proposals must be emailed to psgigrants@saasta.nrf.ac.za by 02 June 2024 at 00:00
Proposals submitted in any other format AND after the set deadline will be DISQUALIFIED. The onus is on the applicant to submit on time and avoid any technical delays. 



	Technical  enquiries  may be directed in writing to:
	Grants management enquiries may be directed in writing to:

	Section


	Project content enquiries
	Grants process enquiries 

	Contact person
	Bafedile Kgwadi
	Maphefo Chauke

	E-mail address

	BM.Kgwadi@saasta.nrf.ac.za
	ML.Chauke@saasta.nrf.ac.za


PSGI SCIENCE ENGAGEMENT FUNDING
INTRODUCTION TO NRF
The National Research Foundation Amendment Act 19 of 2018, establishes the National Research Foundation (“NRF”) as the juristic entity that makes this Grant Call for Proposals and will enter into a contract with the awarded Grant Holder. 

INTRODUCTION TO SAASTA

The South African Agency for Science and Technology Advancement (SAASTA), a business unit of the National Research Foundation (NRF) is the national coordinator of science engagement programmes of the Department of Science and Innovation (DSI). The DSI, through the science engagement programmes, seeks to create a society that is knowledgeable about science issues, able to form their own opinion and scientifically literate. Jointly with the DSI, NRF-SAASTA, believes that the envisaged society will be realised through a set of initiatives in the implementation of its Science Engagement Strategy (SES), of which the DSI-led cross-sectoral integrated science engagement initiatives are among them. 
INTRODUCTION TO THE PROJECT

The white paper of 2019 outlined that science centres are strategic partners in the implementation of science engagement in the country. A funding instrument has been created to cater for the support by DSI to these institutions called Programmatic Grants Management Intervention (PSGI). 
Programmatic support provides essential support towards the implementation of science engagement programmes through the science centres. The accredited science centres will receive grants through the Science Engagement Grant Management Framework (SEGMF) based on their annual business/operational plan, customised developmental plan and reporting. 
SCIENCE CENTRE DEFINITION WITHIN OUR CONTEXT 

 “A science centre is a permanently established science engagement facility that provides an interactive, informal educational experience through the use of interactive science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) exhibits, displays and programmes”. Interactive exhibits and displays in science centres would be used to excite and edutain, as well as link educational experience to learning outcomes. This allows science centres to offer a range of STEM related activities within their field of expertise according to the proposed project, activities or infrastructure, and the target participants as stipulated in the detailed specifications. Science centres address the science engagement programmes that addresses the following objectives of the network of science centres:

· Promotion of science and technology literacy among youth and the general public;

· Enhancement of learner participation and performance in STEM;

· Promotion of STEM career education;

· Identification and nurturing of youth talent and potential in STEM.

CONTEXT OF THIS CALL

This call for proposals is only for accredited centres in the network of science centres. The call is meant to support science centres with activities and resources that support science centre programmes. 
THE OBJECTIVES OF THE SCIENCE ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY (SES)
In responding to the SES, science centres must conduct activities that are based on the following strategic objectives: 
(a) To popularize science, engineering, technology and innovation as attractive, relevant and accessible in order to enhance scientific literacy and awaken interest in relevant careers;

(b) To develop a critical public that actively engages and participates in the national debates on science and technology to the benefit of society;

(c) To enhance science engagement through science communication activities; and 

(d) To profile South African science and science achievements, demonstrating their contribution to national and international development.
TARGET PUBLICS

The sections of society being targeted for participation are:

a) Learners

b) Educators

c) Science interpreters 

d) Journalists

e) General public

f) Decision-makers

g) Students

h) Industry

i) Tourists

j) Indigenous knowledge holders

k) Researchers and scientists

ELIGIBILITY AND DELIVERY MODE
Eligibility
The science centre must:

1. be accredited into the South African Network of Science Centres in order to submit their application and
2. have completed previous funding on all grants before the date of assessment of proposals. The grant must be reconciled and closed with no outstanding queries by grant holder and NRF-SAASTA. Grant is closed when all monies owed to either the grant holder or SAASTA has been settled.
On refunds – the proposal will be evaluated but not awarded until fully settled by the agreed date. Failure of refund being settled will result in the contract being cancelled.
Delivery Mode
Programmatic Support Activities

· In order to implement the science centre programmes, science centres are encouraged to refer to the SES and its implementation plan. Please find the links below.
SES link:

https://www.saasta.ac.za/saasta_wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Science_Engagement_Strategy-11.pdf. 

Science Engagement Implementation Plan link:

http://www0.sun.ac.za/scicom/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/2017_sci_engagement_strategy_imp.pdf 
The following are KEY SCIENCE ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES to be included and budgeted for, amongst other activities:
· Astronomy

· Establishment of and sustaining the Science Clubs and/or Citizen science activities
· Early Child Development (ECD)
CANCELATION OF THIS CALL PRIOR TO AWARD

NRF reserves the right to cancel the award prior to issuing the funding letter and signing the contract form.

CONTRACT PERIOD 

The contract period for the implementation of the call for PSGI commences from the date that both parties sign the contract, terminating at end of the funded project. Proposed projects must be completed on or before 28 February 2025
IMPLEMENTATION APPROACH

Science centres must:

· Ensure that the content delivered is scientifically correct. 
· Brand all project implementations and educational materials appropriately (see Branding Guidelines below).
· The venue must be accessible, safe and comply with the standard safety and security requirements.
BRANDING

· All documents/items to be developed for the project, e.g. notes, forms, programmes, etc., must comply with the branding rules as set out in the contract. Please refer to this link for branding guidelines.

· The science centre agrees, for publicity purposes, to use the DSI, and NRF-SAASTA logos on all materials (this includes educational material) produced through this funding. Logos are available for download from: http://www.saasta.ac.za/resource-centre/logo-library/ . When using these logos, the DSI logo should always take a position of priority (e.g. top centre). The NRF-SAASTA logo must be next prominent in position, with your logo to follow. All documents must be submitted to NRF-SAASTA for approval prior to final development to ensure correct branding. Submit to Vanessa Naidoo, V.Naidoo@saasta.nrf.ac.za, 012 392 9300/084 846 8335.
· Acknowledge DSI’s support in all appropriate corporate materials 
REPORTING CONDITIONS
Science centres agree to the following:  
· Submit narrative quarterly reports on the supplied templates, in an accumulative format, attendance registers and USB with good quality photos (maximum 20), as will be advised by NRF-SAASTA.
· Submit financial reports together with all actual supplier slips, invoices and corresponding bank proofs of payment.
· Address any request for additional information or documents required by NRF-SAASTA and reply within three days of receiving a query from NRF-SAASTA. 
· Adherence to the conditions of their accreditation. 
grant holder SELECTION PROCESS

Stage 1 – Compliance to submission requirements (MANDATORY)
	DESCRIPTION
	YES/NO

	The organization that applied is an approved accredited science centre. 
	


NB: If the responses above are YES, the organization will go through to Stage 2 of the evaluation. If NO, the panel will not consider the proposal for further evaluations.
Stage 2 – Evaluation of Proposals against Requirements of the Call
Evaluation of the proposed PSGI funding against the requirements of the call. 

NRF-SAASTA reserves the right to communicate recommendations/queries. 
Stage 3 – Funding Award and Contract Signing

Grant holders (science centres) who passes through the above stages will be approved and provided with:
· Letter of Award, which serves only to inform the grant recipient of the outcomes of their application. Letter of award will not replace the contract or funding agreement and 

· NRF-SAASTA will enter into a grant funding contract with them.

· Contracts must be signed and submitted to SAASTA on the date communicated to the grant holder by SAASTA. 
Applicants will be evaluated as follows:
	EVALUATION CRITERIA : centres will be evaluated as per information below

	Document description (please choose YES or NO)
	YES
	NO

	Has the organization submitted an annual plan (Annexure A) for the period of requested funding?
	
	

	Has the organisation submitted the budget for the proposed funding 
	
	

	Do the proposed activities respond to all the intentions of the Science Engagement Strategy (SES):

	a) To popularize science, engineering, technology and innovation as attractive, relevant and accessible in order to enhance scientific literacy and awaken interest in relevant careers 
	
	

	b) To develop a critical public that actively engages and participates in the national debates on science and technology to the benefit of society
	
	

	c) To enhance science engagement through science communication activities 
	
	

	d) To profile South African science and science achievements, demonstrating their contribution to national and international development
	
	


	Number of publics targeted per centre


	Targeted 3
	1

	
	Targeted 4
	2

	
	Targeted 5
	3

	
	Targeted 6+
	4

	The centre’s target on national and international observations and campaigns related to science and technology
	3 events
	1

	
	4 events
	2

	
	5 events
	3

	
	6+ events
	4

	Total projected reach 
	≤ 1k
	0

	
	1001 – 5k
	1

	
	5001 > 20k
	2

	
	200001 - 49999
	3

	
	≥ 50k
	4

	Total Expenditure (proposed budget) per Capita
	≥ R1000
	0

	
	R500 – R999
	1

	
	R250 – R499
	2

	
	R100 – R249
	3

	
	R0 – R99
	4

	Strategy(ies) to expand the reach in all proposed programmes
	No
	0

	
	yes 
	1

	Activities and budget per objective (at average of 25% for each)
	1 objective
	1

	
	2 objective
	2

	
	3 objective
	3

	
	4 objective
	4

	Diversity of programmes and implementation approach (methods)
	1 method
	1

	
	2 method
	2

	
	3 method
	3

	
	4 method
	4

	Annual Plan
	No Plan
	0

	
	Plan with timelines / budget / target publics
	1

	
	Plan with two (2) above
	2

	
	Plan with timelines + budget + target publics 
	3

	Pattern of projected expenditure (as per the Annual Plan and Budget) towards the introduction of and implementation of science engagement and/or awareness programmes for more target publics.
	≤ 50 % of the proposed budget
	0

	
	51 – 60 %
	1

	
	61 – 70 %
	2

	
	71 – 80 %
	3

	
	≥ 81 %
	4

	
	
	

	MAXIMUM SCORE
	32

	OBTAINED SCORE
	

	WEIGHT
	


NB: The Obtained Score will be used to determine the amount to be awarded to the applicant. A Science Centre that scores less than 22 points out of 32 in respect of functionality will be regarded as submitting a non–responsive proposal.

ANNEXUREA: Proposal Application and Submission Form

 PROGRAMMATIC SUPPORT GRANT INTERVENTION   

Please complete all fields of this form, stating N/A (not applicable) where appropriate. Additional information may be provided at the end of the document.

SECTION A: SCIENCE CENTRE PROFILE

	Science centre’s background information

	Name of science centre 
	

	Province where the science centre is located
	

	District municipality where the science centre is located
	

	Physical address for courier purposes 

(Please complete if different from the Project Leader)
	

	Science centre’s contact details 

(Please supply both landline and Cellular Number)
	

	Science centre’s e-mail address
	

	
	


	General project administration information

	Authorised signatory for organization / institution 
	Name
	Email Address
	Position

	
	
	
	

	Name and designation of project financial administrator
	Name
	Email Address
	Position

	
	
	
	

	Email Address
	
	Contact Numbers
	


	Science centre’s banking details – these details must be the same as the CSD report
	

	CSD reference number (MAAA…)
	
	

	Name of account holder
	
	

	Type of account
	
	

	Name of Bank
	
	

	Bank branch code
	
	

	Bank account number
	
	

	Science centre’s business profile
	

	Number of employees
	
	

	Science centres management

(Example: CEO, Director, HOD, partners etc.)
	Name
	Position
	

	
	
	
	

	Nature of core business
	
	

	Date of last audited annual financial statement
	
	

	Name and address of auditors
	
	

	Details of project leader
	

	Title 
	
	

	Full names surname
	
	

	nationality
	
	


	Identity number
	
	

	Current position in the science centre
	
	

	Contact number (landline and cellular phone)
	Landline:  
	
	Cell : 
	

	E-mail address

alternate e-mail address 
	
	

	
	
	

	Physical address
	
	

	Number of team members assisting in the proposed project
	
	

	Alternative contact person in case the project leader is unable to complete his/her obligations:

	Name and Surname
	
	Position
	

	Contact Number
	
	Email Address
	


	State in detail, a contingency plan to ensure successful implementation of activities should unforeseen circumstances e.g. strikes, power outages, some staff related issues, change in project leader, SC sustainability.


	Risk
	Mitigation

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Activity
	ANNUAL PLAN: NAME OF CENTRE__________

	
	
	
	
	
	
	QUARTER 1
	QUARTER 2
	QUARTER 3
	QUARTER 4

	
	SES Goal # 1, 2,3,and/4
	BUDGET (R)
	TARGET PUBLICS
	Strategy to attract the target
	Number expected to reach
	JUNE
	JULY
	AUG
	SEP
	OCT
	NOV
	DEC
	JAN
	FEB
	MAR

	Example 1:

Centre Tour: 20 centre visits, 

65 seater bus within 200km radius at

R1 000/bus/visit
	All Goals
	20 000
	Learners
	Circular to the schools
	1300
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Example 2

World AIDS Day
Catering 150 @R60/head & Gifts and S&T for 2 x speakers
	Goals 2
	20 000
	General Public
	Community organizations
	150
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Activity 1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Activity 2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Activity etc
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ECD Activities
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Astronomy 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Science Clubs and/or Citizen science activities
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	National Youth Day
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	National Science Week
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Women / Girls Months
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Heritage & IKS
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	World Space Week
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	World Aids Day
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	etc
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SUBMISSION OF FINAL REPORT
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	28 Feb 2025
	


BUDGET PROPOSAL EXAMPLE
	 (Provide a full budget breakdown of activities to be implemented through this funding.)

PROPOSED BUDGET FOR THE PERIOD: __2024/25 Financial Year_________ 

LINE ITEM

(E.g. SAASTEC conference, exhibit, programmes, outreach, transport for programme, lab equipment, mobile lab, mobile planetarium, computers, etc.)
DETAIL 

(details of items to be procured and costs)
BUDGET

(R-Value including VAT)
ITEM

COST PER ITEM

E.g. Transportation
e.g. 2 x 30 Seater Bus/Taxi @ R2500
e.g. R5,000.00

R6 659.00
E.g. Car Rental 

2 day @ R179 Rate per day, 

100km x R1.01 Rate per Km) 
R1200 Refuel 
e.g. R1 659.00
E.g. World Space Week

Catering for 100 learners @R45/learner
R4 500.00

R4 700.00

100 x printed worksheets @ R2.00/worksheet
R200.00

TOTAL COSTS   (including VAT)

e.g. R11 359.00

e.g. R11 359.00
Internally funded by the centre
e.g. R 5 000.00
Requested from SAASTA
e.g. R 6 359.00 



BUDGET SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

1. Calculations must be detailed and submitted on the prescribed template.
2. Funding Allocation Ceiling/award cap: For determining allocation of funding support, NRF-SAASTA reserves the right to determine the funding ceiling for each PSGI funding application request in this section. As PSGI is funding many science centres across the nine provinces with a limited budget, funding proposals will be to a maximum of R300 000.00 (inclusive of VAT). Only one proposal per science centre will be considered. 
3. SAASTEC funding to be made available only to the people who will be presenting at the Conference.  This will be handled by SAASTA and will make a Call at the right time.
4. Commitment of funding to the Contract: The NRF, when issuing the written and approved Letter of Award under the contract guarantees that the funding is available to the value in the contract.
5. Extensive detail should be provided per line item to explain reasonability of costs and to provide a clear indication on how the total amount per line item had been calculated.
6. All descriptions must clearly indicate how the costings were calculated. 
7. Ensure all calculations are included in the final amount and that the total amount is accurate.  
8. Feel free to contact the PSGI Team at NRF-SAASTA if you are unsure where a line item belongs.
9. Refer to Acceptable Proof of Expenditure on the NRF-SAASTA website, www.saasta.ac.za . 

10. Budget proposed In terms of the contract should be in South African Rands 

11. Prices and items in the proposal should be fully be inclusive of all costs including VAT. 
Double Click on the excel spreadsheet below to complete.  Ensure all data is showing prior to submission.


[image: image1.emf]BUDGET

(

R-Value 

including VAT)

ITEM

COST PER 

ITEM

TOTAL

1  R                     -    R                -   

2  R                     -    R                -   

3  R                     -    R                -   

4  R                     -    R                -   

5  R                     -    R                -   

6  R                     -    R                -   

7  R                     -    R                -   

8  R                     -    R                -   

9  R                     -    R                -   

10

 R                     -    R                -   



LINE ITEM

(

E.g

. Programmes, outreach, 

transport for programme, lab 

equipment, mobile lab, 

conference, etc.)



 R                                              -   

 R                                              -   

TOTAL COSTS   

(including VAT)



 R                     -    R                -   

Internally funded by the centre

Requested from SAASTA

DETAIL 

(

details of items to be procured and costs)


	RETURNABLE DOCUMENTS

	Detail of document
	Required
	Tick where applicable

	 Grant call and proposal submission form (Annexure A)
	MANDATORY
	

	 Funding request template (Budget) 
	MANDATORY
	

	 Annual plan 
	MANDATORY
	

	 CSD report (to be attached) 
	OPTIONAL
	


	I certify that the information furnished in this proposal is correct and I accept that the NRF-SAASTA may reject the Proposal or act against me should these declarations prove to be false.

	I confirm that I am duly authorized to sign this proposal response.



	Name (Print)
	

	Capacity
	

	Signature
	

	Date
	


PSGI 2024_2025 FINAL
5
PSGI 2024_2025
Grant Holder Sign: 


Sheet1

		 (Provide a full budget breakdown of activities to be implemented through this funding.)

		PROPOSED BUDGET FOR THE PERIOD: __2024/25 Financial Year_________ 



		LINE ITEM				DETAIL 				BUDGET

		(E.g. Programmes, outreach, transport for programme, lab equipment, mobile lab, conference, etc.)				(details of items to be procured and costs)				(R-Value including VAT)

						ITEM		COST PER ITEM		TOTAL

		1						R   - 0		R   - 0

		2						R   - 0		R   - 0

		3						R   - 0		R   - 0

		4						R   - 0		R   - 0

		5						R   - 0		R   - 0

		6						R   - 0		R   - 0

		7						R   - 0		R   - 0

		8						R   - 0		R   - 0

		9						R   - 0		R   - 0

		10						R   - 0		R   - 0

				TOTAL COSTS   (including VAT)				R   - 0		R   - 0



				Internally funded by the centre				R   - 0

				Requested from SAASTA				R   - 0










