
HOW TO BECOME A REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER WITH ECSA

University

YOU ARE HERE

BEng or
BSc Eng

4 years

Candidate Engineer

Professional Engineer

1st Year

2nd Year

3rd Year

+1 Year
Honours

+1-2 Years
Masters

+2-3 Years
PhD

NQF 4

NQF 5

NQF 6

NQF 7

NQF 8

NQF 9

NQF 10

Matric

Masters
1 year

(minimum)

Doctorate
2 years

(minimum)

N
ot

e:
 N

D
ip

 a
nd

 B
Te

ch
 a

re
 

be
in

g 
ph

as
ed

 o
ut

BTech
1 year

Candidate 
Engineering 
Technician

Candidate Engineering 
Technologist

PG Dip 
Engineering

1 year

Professional Engineering 
Technologist

University of 
Technology

BEngTech
3 years

BEngTech
Honours

1 year

Candidate Engineering 
Technologist

Professional Engineering 
Technologist

University of 
Technology

National 
Diploma

3 years

Including
Workplace Integrated 

Learning 

View Engineering registration 
with ECSA on YouTube
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Scientists may 
register in multiple 

Fields of Practice, as 
per Schedule 1 of the 

NSP Act (https://www.
sacnasp.org.za/fields-of-

practice)
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NQF 6
5 year

appropriate
work experience

2 year diploma in 
Agricultural Science

Post-Graduate Diploma 
at NQF 8

4 year Bachelor of 
Science Degree

Doctoral 
Qualification 

2 year diploma in 
Extention Science

NQF 7
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3 year 
National
Diploma 

Master of 
Science 

Master of
Agricultural 

Science 

Master of 
Applied
Science 

3 year Bachelor of 
Science Degree

Advanced Diploma or 
Equivalent

+

1 year
appropriate

work experience

+

3 year
appropriate

work experience

+

2 year
appropriate

work experience

+

1 year
appropriate

work experience

+

NQF 8

NQF 9

NQF 10

Master of 
Technology 

REQUIREMENTS TO REGISTER AS A NATURAL SCIENTIST WITH 

Watch this video 
explaining SACNASP services 
available to Scientists


