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aONENGI o editors implored me "not to
IEEl G Gbal warming as if it is definitely
Jom\, happen’... Is it or is it not true

= iat the overwhelming scientific consensus
faround the world is that global warming
~will be a reality... Or is there not yet a
consensus?”

U.S. environmental journalist
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o) uch_;__ci “public aware generally

e con; inl for future, belief in negative specifics
J]m"'ﬁ"* {funderstanding

= uses consequences, solutions

unsure whether phenomenon real
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~ —Gallup poll 2001



RESEFICI 0N Mass medla a
BIebaI warming™

SIIEGIS iolE Importan
SWEople lack experience, education
=Ninobtrusive, invisible issue

J rrwri ‘performance mixed
_ —at ttention ebbs & flows
—Ev"’ = jeurnallsts lack knowledge

e

= — stories overplay, underplay scientific consensus
- research lacking:

Effect of news story construction on reader
assessment on uncertainty.
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HOWEOUrNalists,convey-u

POIIISCIENUITIC Caveats

) produ__ Single-source stories

IIgIve equal weight to fringe, non-scientists

:;;;_ ocus on novel research, drama

'5 “e prowde insufficient information
® story structure, framing

® yse of visuals
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CORLHOVErSy and context
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JJ’JEer t, ‘emphasize disagreement

= nqg.v alue, drama

-_"i—ib;fle sides: pretext of objectivity, balance
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-;:f'f: E important to place study within body of scientific

~  knowledge
- — primary problem: ignore continuity with prior research
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PIERCONLEXT INCHEASES certalnw more than
CONLIOVErSY

J ,mblned context-controversy.
| ]' féases certainty more than controversy,
= 5 than context

== H3 the stronger environmental ideology,
~ the stronger prior certainty about global
warming
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SRachlial news story re. Antarctic ice thinning
SNOLI: treatments

= controversy

= _ context
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—  —controversy & context
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. — control (neither controversy nor context)
e treatments equalized in length, “look”
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2 cJepengJ tVariable: certainty

= “Acco; to this news story, global warming is a
cher ific certainty.”

- ‘thIS article, scientists are unsure whether global
— Jimate change is occurring.”

_,, enwronmental ideology

== prlor certainty about global warming

— “Before you read this article today, how sure were
you that global climate change was taking place?”
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) studez' (N=209)
) relg] dom distribution of 4 treatments

- S “administration ensured anonymity,
= conﬂdentlallty, informed consent

‘e no significant differences between 2
courses for hypothesized variables
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Implications . B

SIOVEIComMINg journalistic routines
= JrJ]rJJ’JC:l/ problem

Jnegng g N context

~a L,_}FJE ance research needed

-f*J:est other variables of story construction
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— reader motivations for tuning in
gIobaI warming needs a salient metaphor!







