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Why Science?

1. For sustenance, health and longevity

5. Power against nature

 Everyone should know science not only for material
reasons but also for societal and attitudinal reaso ns.




Need for Communicating Science

There is a general agreement .
that, more than at any previous "A IH-‘![-[]’C r[]f.’” !?}L]E-Sl’l"f 1 l"la{' l".‘-fi’“"’m
period of history, the public fmn' Science Works can )

need to be made aware of the all too easily fall prey to
implications of science and
technology in their lives, and of
the nature the process that
beings new scientific or to the sloaganeers who proclaim
knowledge into being. '

the 1GNOYANIUSES who wake fun

r;.l, what T..{JE.;H} Oon’t understand

Scientists to be the mercenary
warriors of today .....
PETER DAY - Isac Asimov

(Ninth Blackett Lecture at INSA,
New Delhi)




To Quench Curiosity

by e
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Sustaining curiosity ensures that society doesn’'t b uy the
dogmatic explanation and understands the power of s cience




Quest for Knowledge & Information

T

The Serpentine Queue to See Vigyan Rail (2005)



Aided by Publicity

Science Express 2007



A Positive
pproach
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Media- Favourites In India of Late

Total Solar Eclipses (1995, 1999, 2005)

Alignment of Planets (1995 and 2005)

b

Earthquake, Land slide (2004), Tsunami (2004),
Hurricane (2005)

Vigyan Rail (Science Train) in2004- 2005 & 2008




Venus Transit (2004)
Gadgets (all time favgurite!)
Stem Cell, health and longevity Research

Global issues of'Efivironment, Global Warming and
Ozone Layer-Thlrmlng

!

Conferet *‘- e°in-the natlona_l me_dla' Ve _seldom_ see
IN newspapér_s what transpires in major internationa
conferences in other countries.




Irnolicity

« Myosin domain evolution and the primary divergence

eucaryotes
Aug-2005

* Crystal structure of & ba

dependent nurotr

2005




Can Scientist Fit the Role?

Photograph from twenty- pound note of Britain, in wh ich faraday replaced Shakespeare







PUBLIC LECTURE BY
C V Raman




Scientists & Medis
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1. Name, 2. Country of birth/ language at home
3. Country of presentresidence 4. Age (a). upto 25 (b).
25+ 1o 35 (c). 35+to 50 (d). 50+ to 60 (e). 60+

gy

5. Do you followfreligious rituals (a). Sincerely (b). F  or social/
sentimental reasons {
V4 8)."C
ate

7.  Nature of work: (a). Scientific research (b). ~Valolz
journalist/ Science Communicator (please mention medi Bl y
Both (d). Science- teaching (e). Any other (please spec  ify)PleaSe
mention work experience in research/ science journali sm/
otherwise. Please mention in which of the 3 catagorie S.

8. Do you think scientists should involve themselves in
science communication for public? (a). Yes (b). No




Questions Posed'to Scientists

11. Do you communicate science to public through any
medium? (a). Seldom (b). Occasionally.(twice an'year) ( c). Often (5
times an year) (d). Frequently (once every month orm  ore)

. " l'-h* ‘,.

12.

]
16. Do you think editor's background being science or otherwise
Influences science content of the publication? (a). Y es (b). No




11 How d you rate the SC|ent|sts as smence co'mm'unlc ator, on’’,
average On a scale of 159074

14 Do you like to read. scienct les or listen to [ watchf attend :
‘. sciénce;programmes/ lectures?: Can you fémember any
parttcular art|c|e or Iecture you I|ked’> :

i - L - . n L
II-
I -
i

" 16.Do you think .editor's backgrounq being science or : . Otherwise
. «influenees science, content of theg-= =4 .-~ :
publication? (a)." Yes (b).'No




Other thanis lentist or scientist/ journalist

'“._} 'ﬁh
L M.:“'“ \:_".

ound difficult

14. Do you read or skip science'l
magazines? (a) Seldom (b)




Scientists responding to mail form the largest frac

Science journalists and those employed in sci com ar e the poorest in
response. This may also be attributed to the fact ~ of author being from a
scientists' community basically.

Respeneas Wwere expectedly mostly from India, one.-ea= ch"'ning from 5 ,
otheL countries viz. Russia, USA, Iran, Israel and Singapore of:.which 3 are
of Indian erigin. :

-
B

People with 12 languages : Arabic, Banéla English; . Hindi, Malayalam,
Marathi, Panjabi, Persian, RU§SIan Telgu; Tamil Ur du at home. iome'
speak more than ore Ianigjuage

o |




Age of the respondent

Sci, Q4
Non Sci, Q4
0%
0
13% 12% W upto 25
W 25+ to 35
19% 21%
0O 35+ to 50 31%
0 50+ to 60
35%
B 60+




Following religiousrituals

Sci,Q5
Non Sci,Q5

6%

W sincerely

m social/
sentimental

novnr

53%



Yearsof Education in Science

Non Sci-Q6
Sci-Q6

0
4% 5o 7%

olto X
b0 | EUP to Xl
O 1st Degree

B Masters

B Doctarate




Nature of work

Sci-Q7

Non Sci-Q7
6% 0%

0
6% 13%

9% 43%

25%

73%

W scientific research 19%
W science journalist/ communicator
0O both

0 science teaching

W any others




| nvolvement of scientist In science
communication: Desirable?

Sci-Q8
Non Sci-Q8

0%

B Yes
@ No

96% 100%



Reading/Watching Sci Fiction

Sci-Q9 Non Sci-Q9

48% 48%

52% 52%

B reading science fiction
O w atching science fiction




Scl & Tech coverage: Adequate?

Sci-Q10 Non SCi-QlO

W yes
B No




Communicate Science to Public?

21%

Sci-Q11

m seldom

W occasionally(2/year)
O often(5/year)

m frequently




Ever Misreported in Media?

Sci-Q12

m No
mYes




Wish for Training in Communication?

Sci-Q13

B Yes
m No




Do you read or skip Other Science/ Any
Science items in News paper/magazine

Sci-Q14

Non Sci-Q14

0%

@ seldom

m occasionally

48% 46%
0
O often

B almost/always




Must Everyone Know Some Science?

Sci-Q15

Non Sci-Q15

10%

W Yes
B No

90%



Does Editors With Background in Science
lmply More Science in Publication?

Sci-Q16

Non Sci-Q16

6%

94%
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But are-we clear what we mean by’s€ierice here?
Which science is this?

IS it the basic science such as Large Hadron Collider
(LHC) or stellar formation and origin of photosynthesis Iin
plants? . v

8 s tool to elevate living standard
eihe?

-

Or more than one or all of these?




clusions

ientsts must communlcate

't' \material of professi@l
for all

" mis- reported

med

fhproving their cogm
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ad news

genists believe that
S m@fe science
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Smeni and smentific attitude lose to ot nts

In an age-ef-patents and-intel
freedoin gets limited

1 " Beinggsseeiated with institu JJQ* e[oLIrIc] 'o/ rule
(Exchginge of iregdom with — pengionary benefits etc.!)
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