
The Politics of Plant The Politics of Plant 
BiotechnologyBiotechnology

Some personal thoughts Some personal thoughts 
and reflectionsand reflections



Food security vs politicsFood security vs politics



Mad Potato Disease



The precautionary The precautionary approachapproach as as 
applied to Geneticaly Enhanced applied to Geneticaly Enhanced 

products in Europeproducts in Europe

Regulators do not need to show Regulators do not need to show 
scientifically that a biotech crop or product scientifically that a biotech crop or product 
is unsafe but rather that it has not been is unsafe but rather that it has not been 
proven harmlessproven harmless



Applying the precautionary Applying the precautionary 
principle (approach?)principle (approach?) and its and its 
implications on developing implications on developing 

countriescountries

Research is being slowed down Research is being slowed down 
without any scientific valid reason without any scientific valid reason 
and if this situation continues, the and if this situation continues, the 
worldworld´́s poor will be the ones to s poor will be the ones to 
suffersuffer



In the 35 years since the environmental In the 35 years since the environmental 
movement came into existence, science has movement came into existence, science has 

undergone a major revolutionundergone a major revolution

This revolution has brought new understanding of This revolution has brought new understanding of 
nonlinear dynamics, complex systems, chaos theory, nonlinear dynamics, complex systems, chaos theory, 
catastrophy theorycatastrophy theory
It has transformed the way one should be thinking about It has transformed the way one should be thinking about 
evolution and ecologyevolution and ecology
Yet these noYet these no--longerlonger--new ideas have hardly penetrated new ideas have hardly penetrated 
the thinking of environmental activists, which seems the thinking of environmental activists, which seems 
oddly fixed in the concepts and rhetoric of the 1970soddly fixed in the concepts and rhetoric of the 1970s



Alston ChaseAlston Chase

““ When the search for truth is When the search for truth is 
confused with political correctness and confused with political correctness and 
advocacy, the pursuit of knowledge is advocacy, the pursuit of knowledge is 

reduced to the quest for powerreduced to the quest for power””



´´´´If you desire peace, cultivate If you desire peace, cultivate 
justice, butjustice, but…………..

Norman E. Borlaug, Oslo, Norway, December 11, 1970Norman E. Borlaug, Oslo, Norway, December 11, 1970
Nobel lectureNobel lecture

….at the same time cultivate the fields at the same time cultivate the fields 
to produce more breadto produce more bread……..

……otherwise there will be no peaceotherwise there will be no peace´´´´


